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_ apostles’ writings, 
divested of every adventitious orna- 


| meant. 
of composition, no smoothe arrange- 


- The gospel of Jesus, like the worship 
' of God, is here exhibited “ in spirit and 
' in truth,” free from every external art 
and artifice to embellish and adorn it. 

The casket is rude and inelegant, but 
| the pearl it contains is of inestimable 
' value. 
-and familiar, his language; but, disclo- 


‘most glorious prospects, and fraught 


fame, it deigns to walk upon the earth, 
but fixes its head above the heavens— 


‘than in any other writer of the New 
. Testament. 
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A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as I have loved you—JOHN xiii. 34. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


SKETCHES NO. IX. 
On the writings of Saint Fohn. 


An unaffected simplicity marks this 
All is plain truth, 


No pomp of words, no labour 
studied. 


ment of periods, are here 


Negligently plain, and simple, 
sing the grandest ideas,—opening the 
with doctrines of the greatest sublimi- 


ty. St. John’s gospel is like Virgil’s 


Ingrediturque solo et caput inter nusila 
condit. The Hebrew idiom is of more 
frequent occurrence in this apostle, 


When the Jews declared 


with the Jews, and in some of Christ’s 
private discourses with his disciples, 
we are often at a loss in forming a clear 
and distinct view of the several parts 
collectively considered.—Several parts 
of these discourses related by this apos- 
tle, are metaphorical and figurative, 
and consequently, in their nature not 
so obvious and perspicuous, as being 
wrapped in the veil of allegory. 

Every page of the divine writings of 
the evangelist is impressed with hard- 
ly any other character but those of the 
purest benevolence and love. His 
heart seems to be entirely occupied 
and possessed with the amiable spirit 
and genius of the gospel, and both in 
his gospel and in his epistles, he is con- 
tinually inculcating upon his readers 
these most amiable qualities, as the 
highest perfection of human natwre, 
and the distinguishing glory of the gos- 
pel of his master—repeating, inculca- 
ting, and enforcing them in the most 
affectionate terms, by the most pathet- 
ic, persuasive, artless eloquence, in a 
plain, honest, affecting manner, that 
discovers to us the probity and sinceri- 
ty of the author’s heart—for such sim- 








any thing in the strongest terms, they | 
join to the direct affirmation, an abso- 
lute negation of the contrary, with this 
mode of speaking the writings of St. 
John abound. For example; “ Ze that 
hath the son hath life; but he that hath 
not the son hath not life.” But, though 
his diction is so familiar and unaffect- 
ed; though his sentences, separately 
considered, are so easy and perspicu- 
ous, yet, there are few writers, in whom 
we meet with more difficulty, upon ma- 
hy occasions, in tracing out the connec- 
tion, in fixing and ascertaining the true 
meaning of many passages, and gaining 
a precise and determinate idea of a dis- 
course, consisting of many detached 
members, unitedly, and disjunctively 
considered. None of these difficulties, 
however, occur in the historical narra- 








| presses us, and raises the strongest sen- 


plicity is the natural language of a good 
heart, which greatly moves and im- 


sibilities and emotions. Negligent, and 
artless as this writer generally is, there 
is noone in the New Testament who so 
powerfully wins and insensibly steals 
upon our affections, and so powerfully 
subdues and melts the human soul into 
the love of God—of Jesus—and of good- 
ness. As a proof of his unrivalled ex- 
cellence in this respect, we need only 
refer our readers to the fourteenth ,fif- 
teenth, sixteenth, and seventeenth chap- 





tives he writes; but in the account of} we are sure the writer himself felt that 
the public conferences of our Saviour} goodness which thus embalms every 


line. Let any person, possessed of the 
least share of delicate and tender sen- 
sibilities, attend to the sensations and 
various passions which rend his heart 
by turns, while he reads the account of 
the sickness and death of Lazarus—the 
disconsolate sorrow of his two sisters— 
the sympathetic condolence and tears 
of Jesus—his devout prayer at the grave 
---his exclamation--Lazarus come forth! 
---and that most astonishing event, the 
corpse rising out of the sepulchre, 
bound hand and foot with grave cloaths 
—let any person, possessed of the least 
feeling and sensibility, attend to this 
affecting narrative, and we can then 
safely lodge the appeal with his own 
heart for the truth and justice of this 
remark. Simplicity indeed, of itself 
charms.—It is the garb of truth and 
innocence and virtue.— It is the fairest, 
loveliest robe of nature—and hath infi- 
nitely greater power to captivate and 
engage the soul, than all the gaudy or- 
naments and false artificial embellish- 
ments that éver were studied and lay- 
ished on mankind. % * *, 


ERRATUM. 


In the commencement of Sketches 
VII for Samuel Fenyns read Soame 


Fenyns. 
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BRIEF SKETCHES. No. X. 


[The signature Z, in our last number, un- 
der this article was inserted through mistake, 
It was the intention of the writer that this 
should have been inserted as the continuation 
of his *‘ Brief Sketches,” whichhe had neglect- 





ters of his gospel, and the second and 
third of his first epistle, which no good 
mind can read without being greatly 
affected. The distinguished goodness 
and tenderness of his heart shine in 
every page—his writings are the fair 


ed to number. “The Crusades,” page 73, 
should have been numbered VIII; “ The ori- 
gin of Universalism &c.”’ page 90, No. IX ,and 
this “ Brief Sketch,” page 101, No. X.] 


In Joshua we read of the twelve 
stones set up at Gilgal in memory of 





transcript of his own soul—as we read, 


the passage over Jordan, a circum- 
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stance of which the senses of men could 
judge, and which was in the face of the 
world, it did not take place in the dark, 
but at noon-day, not at low tide, but 
when the river overflowed its banks. 
But suppose these stones were there 
and some impostor invented the story 
to account for them, would he have been 
believed? No, the peuple would say, 
where has the book been ail this while? 
and how came you by it? besides, this 
book tells us that the reason of the stones 
being there was to be taught to the 
children of that, and after periods, but 
we were never taught it. It would be 
as impossible to palm such a book on 
the people, as to make them believe 
that stones had beer there, when they 
had not. We have then in this all the 
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who was at a distance, or will we not 
rather credit several witnesses who were 
present, who agree in their testimony, 
and whose evidence is not contradicted 
by asingle person? to be sure the hear- 
say of a person not present would not 
harm the truth, yet it would not super- 
cede the value of the numerous evi- 
dences, and in a court of law would 
not be admitted. But suppose the par- 
ties in the course of time die and their 
successors wish to ascertain the truth 
of the said fact, will not the record of 
the court be considered valid, so far as 
the facts are concerned? Most certain- 
ly; as also any documents written by 
competant witnesses, especially, when 
those documents, were not originally de- 
signed to prove the facts, but only speak 





proofs. Fhe passages of the Jordan 
on the 1st and 2nd, anda public monu- 
ment being set up of twelve stones, 
and handed down by children, proved 
by the third and fourth articles of the 
rules of evidence. Now letthese rules 
be applied to other systems and we will 
find every one true that exhibits these 
four marks; to be sure, there are many 


of them as things of public notoriety. 
We are also too apt. to consider the 
Revelation as a whole, whereas it is 
made up ofthe books of different wri- 
ters, each competent to establish credit, 
and agreeing in substance, though writ- 
ten by different persons at a distance 
from each other. 

Celsus refers to the books of the N. 





truths which do not have them, hut we| Testament about one hundred years af- 
challenge a case of falsehood where | ter they were written, and refers to them 


they meet. 

It will be evident that the same marks 
are applicable to the New, as well as 
the Old Testament; the miracles in the 
latter were open to the senses of men, 
were done in public; there existed a 
Christ, and a supper has been held from 
that day to the present time in com- 


memoration of him; consequently his | 


religion must be as true as the former. | 

There is a propensity with Chris- 
tians to catch at what are called profane | 
writers to support their cause; thus 
when Tacitus speaks of the execution 
of Christ under the reign of ‘Tiberius, 
&c. we are apt to triumph, but let us 
consider that we have strenger proof, 
we have the “ Acts of the Apostles,” 
by Luke who was the companion of the 
Apostles, and witness to many things 
he recorded; we have the corroboration 
of five of the Christian fathers, and why 
should we in defiance of every law of 
criticism prefer the evidence of a man, 
at a distance, and almost totally unac- 
quainted with the events, to that of men 
on the very theatre of action? 

If in a court of justice we wish to 
ascertain a fact, will we put greater 
stress on the hearsay’evidence of a man 


without disputing that they were the 
authors whose names they bear; and as 
he was an enemy to Christianity, it is 
not to be supposed that he would ne- 
glect such an opportunity of exposing 
the system if, as has been said, the 
books were written by other people 
‘than the disciples. 

Before this, however, several had 
written of the religion; St. Clement who 
is referred to in Paul’s Epistle to the 

Phillippians wrote to the Church of Co- 
rinth and referred to Paul’s first epistle. 
'Now Clement could nat have done this 
had no such epistle or such a person as 
Paul existed. Ignatius and Polycarp 
refer to like things. 

The conduct of the first Christians 
should lead us to credit their testimo- 
ny; for they not only suffered persecu- 
tion but died as martyrs in defending 
their message. We may indeed be 
told that martyrs have been found in 
every religion as readily as persecutors, 
grant it, it does not prove the truth of 
any religion, but it does prove that the 
sufferers firm/y believed that true which 
they would die for. But with regard 
to opinions of every kind, men, howev- 
er strongly they believe in them, still 























may be deceived, yet if deceived in 
opinion, it does not follow that a man 
can be so far deceived in a fact which 
his senses could judge of; and if we find 
a person who will come forward and 
state a thing which took place under 
his own eyes, and die in asserting it, 
surely we want no stronger proot of its 
truth. 

Now the Christians died martyrs not 
merely for opinzons but for facts, not 
one man, but many. It may be assert. 
ed that the glory of establishing a new 
religion induced them thus to die, bu 
in this religion there was no earthly ad 
vantage held out, the converts to it ex. 
pected persecution and were prepared 
tor death itself, besides there are two 
classes, the teachers and the taught, if 
the former expected fame what were 
the dupes of their ruinous system to 
hope for? 

Paul in one instance appealed to five 
hundred living witnesses, his followers 
could easily have ascertained the truth 
of what he asserted, and finding it false 
would have deserted the religion, yet 
they were the taught. If what he said 
was untrue, his character as a_ public 
teacher would have prevented him 
from asserting a fact so easily ascer- 
tained and which he could have been 
detected in by his enemies, 

I have said the messengers had a sign 
which none but God could have given 
them, this sign or watchword was the 
power of working miracles. 

Miracles being acts either contrary} 
to, or at least above the laws of nature 
have been denied in toto by unbeliev- 
ers in Scripture, yet there is no man 
who believes in a God that will den) 
the posszbility of a miracle, and the mi- 
racles of the Christians and the Jews 
being of such a nature that the senses 
of men could judge of them as to mat- 
ters of fact, and being performed in a 
public manner, yea more, the relators 
of these miracles constantly appealing 
to the people for their truth, and were 
never contradicted as to the matters of 
fact, and after all, their dying as seals 
to their faith, must establish in the un- 
prejudiced mind, a belief in them.— 
Man requires something out of the 
common course to arrest his attention; 
few of us consider the wonders around 
us, the rising and setting of the sun, 
and the change of seasons; we are used 
to them and they excite scarcely sur 
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prise in our minds.—Is it then to be 
wondered at that something uncommon 
ushered in the “words of God” to 
chain the attention of mankind? 

If the miracles are examined we will 
find that the workers of them did not 
turn them to their own benefit, they 
made them subservient to the cause of 
mankind. The man who was born 
blind paid nothing for his sight, the by- 
standers who witnessed the healing 

ower could judge whether he was heal- 
ed, they had known the man, had seen 
him, and could easily have told 
whether he had been blind and restored 
to sight, they were men of common 
sense and could judge of the fact as 
well as a philosopher. 

In investigations of religion let us 
divest ourselves of prejudice and take 
for our motto“ flat veritas ruat celum;”’ 
let nothing be sacred. In an enquiry 
on the Bible we wish to be governed 
by the same rules as we would in as- 
certaining the authenticity of any other 
book and we fear not a comparison be- 
tween the written revelations of the Jews 
and Christians with those of Mahomet 
or any other teacher, there will be this 
difference in all, the miracles believed 
in by the Christians were cognizable to 
the senses of men and done in public, 
while the miracles of every other sect 
were done in private. 
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Christian Messenger. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, 


January 27, 1821. 





ATREATISE ON THE CARNAL 
MIND. 


Continued from page 104, 


The object of every creature is hap- 
piness; and the bright and shining path 
of virtue is the only road that leads to 
this glorious and desired object; and 
virtue would always appear, to every 
man of common sense, to be more 
agreeable than vice, if he were not de- 
ceived. For there is such a sweetness 
of pleasure in virtue, pure, honest, un- 
disguised virtue, thatno man, who had 
ever performed one virtuous action, and 
realized the satisfaction resulting from 
it, would ever forsake that road, to walk 
inthe thorny paths of vice, unless he 
Were deceived, But /ust, or the devi/, 
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which embraces every fleshly or carnal 
appetite, often deceives us. For sin 
never produces happiness, which is the 
object of our pursuit, but the reverse. 
Sin, indeed, may produce a momenta- 
ry pleasure, if it did not, it would not 
be so likely to deceive us, but connect- 
ed with all its consequences, it produ- 
ces pain, rather than pleasure. ‘There- 
fore, if a man could be brought to see 
all the effects of sin, before it was com- 
mitted, I query whether he would be 
any more likely to commit sin, than he 
would be to go into the fire with his 
eyes wide open. 

As the devil is not the flesh, but only 
the /ust of the flesh, that is, the power 
of deceiving, or that power which de- 
ceives imperfect creatures, as we are, 
who are capable of being deceived; in 
a word, as the devil is nothing that does 
in fact exist, or at least, only in idea, as 
an aching void,a want, a vacuity, a 
mushroom of deception, so nothing that 
does in fact exist, need to cease to exist, 
to have the devil completely destroyed. 

Let any man be so taught of God, 
as to know the truth as it is in Christ, 
and the devil has lost the power of de- 
ceiving that man; therefore, so far as it 
respects that man, the devil is destroy- 
ed. 

And itis written, ** Ye all shall be 
taught of God.” “ All shall know me,” 
saith the Lord, * from the least to the 
greatest; for [ will be merciful to their 
unrighteousness, and their sins and 
their iniquities will I remember no 
more.’’ When all are made thus ac- 
quainted with their God, they will know 
that they have eternal life in Christ; and 
that the Father hath blessed them, in 
him, with all spiritual blessings, in 
whom all the families of the earth are 
blessed. ‘* According as he hath cho- 
sen us in him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy, and 
without blame before him in love.” 
The mind, being filled with such knowl- 
edge, is also filled with perpetual peace 
and tranquility. wer love occupies 
the whole vacuity of the understand- 
ing, dispelling every sinful passion, so 
that there is no room for the devil! 

It must, I think, be obvious to every 
person of common understanding, who 
believes in the existence of God; a 
God who is supreme, omnipotent, and 
omnipresent; that ail beings, whether 
great or small, wise or ignorant, good 





or bad, are at his control. We exist 
only iz him, from him cometh every 
blessing, and therefore, he is the only 
proper object of supreme worship 
and adoration. ‘* There is no power 
but of God—the powers that be are or- 
dained of him.” Let him, then engross 
all our attention—let him be in all our 
thoughts—let love occupy every feel- 
ing of the soul—(‘ for he that loveth 
dwelleth in God, and God in him’”’)— 
and we may then bid defiance to the 
devil! For nothing can touch us with- 
out God’s permission, and what he per- 
mits must ultimately be productive of 
good. He may, indeed, and, without 
doubt, frequently does, make use of one 
wicked being, as an instrument in his 
hands, to punish another wicked being, 
and afterwards punish that wicked be- 
ing because he meant it not for good; 
but finally, all must be subservient to 
his will. And all things, when viewed 
in all their relations and bearings, must 
ultimately bear an exact analogy to the 
character of God. All the wisdom, all 
the perfection, yea, all the goodness 
which we discover in God, we shall 
eventually discover in all his works; 
that is, when they are clearly seen, fair- 
ly understood, and viewed in all their 
relations and bearings. 

None can form too exalted ideas of 
\the character of Jehovah. All his 
| ways are just—all his dealings are mer- 
ciful—and all his motives are good. 
He knew all things from the beginning, 
and therefore cannot be subject to dis- 
appointment. He cannot love an ob- 
|ject at on time, and hate the same ob- 
ject at another, because nothing can de- 
ceive him. His omniscient eye sees 
all events, at one view, through time 
and eternity. All.the actions of his 
creatures lay continually open before 
him. He beholds equally alike the pres- 
ent, the past, and the future. And if 
any thing, at any future period, will 
ever move him to hate one of his crea- 
tures, that thing must have been certain- 
lv known, and consequently must have 
had the same effect, as it respects God, 
from the beginning; and therefore it 
cannot be said, with any degree of pro- 
priety, that God ever loved that crea- 
turc. And as we cannot conceive how 
God could bring a creature into exist- 
ence, which he did not love, unless he 
possessed a principle of hatred before 
creation, (which, God forbid the blas- 
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phemous thought) so we are driven to 
the necessity of supposing, that God 
possesses an eternal principle of hatred 
as well as /ove, or else he could not 
bring a creature into existence which 
was not, at least, the first moment of 
its existence, the object of his love. 

And according to the mode of rea- 
soning here laid down, which appears 
to me to be correct, if all creatures are, 
or ever were, the objects of God’s love, 
not one of them ever can be the object 
of his hatred! 

Hence, God never will prolong a 
creature’s existence, merely for the sake 
of prolonging its misery, nor continue 
it in a miserable existence any longer 
than that misery can be overruled for 
the good of the creature. Therefore 
the following agreeable conclusion is 
forced upon me, not merely because I 
would wish to have it so, (although I 
can have no wish to the contrary,) but 
because I have no power to withstand 
the powerful reasoning which I see in 
its favor: which conclusion is the fol- 
lowing—That as it respects all that 
part of God’s creation which are endu- 
ed with sensation, but have no eternal 
intellectual existence, the moment that 
pain becomes intolerable, it destroys all 
sense, and therefore, ceases to be pain; 
and if the organs are not too much im- 
paired by the pain which the creature 
has suffered, it may be restored, repeat- 
edly, as we see in paroxysms of vari- 
ous kinds; but eventually, it so disor- 
ganizes the organic system, that all sen- 
sation is gone, and is past all recovery, 
until the same matter shall be reorgani- 
zed; and thus the creature ceases to ex- 
ist in every sense in which he existed 
as a creature. This conclusion will 
apply to all earthy creatures, not ex- 
cepting the earthy, or animal man. But 
this is but a small part of the conclu- 
sion. I can easily conceive, and am 
constrained to believe, although I can- 
not comprehend; yea, the fact, to me, is 
certain; that there is an eternal intellec- 
tual existence, which never did, nor 
ever can, suffer in its pure state, for 
that which is capable of suffering is ca- 
pable of being destroyed; and that the 
earthy creature is only an outward fig- 
ure of this spiritual, internal, intellec- 
tual existence. This existence had no 
beginning, for it was eternal in God; 
and it can have no end, for it is eter- 
nally supported by him. The mode of 
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this existence is perfectly congenial to 
the will of the Eternal essence, as 
springing spontaneously from him; and 
although it is carried through the seve- 
ral grades of being, and multiplied in- 
definitely, by the eternal fructification 
of its own nature, yet each individual, 
partaking of the Divine nature, is, eter- 
nally, the subject of Divine love; for 
God can as well cease to love his own 
nature, as he can cease to love any thing 
that has aneternal existence. The ful- 
ness of the Divine nature was manifes- 
ted to us through the medium of 
Christ, “‘ who is the beginning, the first 
born from the dead; that in all things 
he might have the pre-eminence;” Col. 
i, 8. and in him is _ revealed all that is 
necessary for us to know, in this im- 
perfect state, respecting our eternal ex- 
istence. For I feel fully assured that 
all which was represented to us in 
Christ, by his death, resurrection, and 
ascension into glory, will be fully reali- 
zed, in due time, by every rational, in- 
tellectual being whom God hath crea- 
ted. And that Christ, as our spiritual 
head, will eternally be the only medium 
through which we shall be able toa be- 
hold the Divine nature, For as the 
head of the natural body sees objects 
for the whole body, so we, as members 
of Christ, can discern spiritual things 
only through the medium of that light 
which is the “ true Light which light- 
eth every man that cometh into the 
world.” Thus all will be made per- 
fect in one; and the world will know 
that the Father sent the Son, and hath 
loved them even as he loved him. See 
John xvii, 23. 
Concluded in our next. 





—a 
OBITUARY. 


Extract ofa letter from the Queensbury So- 
ciety of Universal Friends, N. Y. to the 
Northern Association of Universalists, con- 
vened at Reading, Sept. 28 and 29, 1820. 


‘Since our last, three of our aged fathers 
in the faith, have paid the debt of nature, viz. 
Sylvanus Holly, Ichabod Kneeland, and Mi- 
chael Harris. For the consolation of those 
who trust in the living God, as the Saviour of 
all men, we transmit the following interesting 
account, touching the situation of their minds, 
at the time of their departure.” 

** Sylvanus Holly, atew days previous to his 
death, called his family to his bed side, and ad- 
dressed them in the following words; **In a 
few days I shall have another fit* and shall 
die. I have been told, that universal doctrine 
is pleasing to the carnal mind that it would do 





*He had been subject to fits. 


to live by, but not to die by. I am now aq- 
dressing you for the last time; and my only 
joy and consolation is in that God, who is good 
unto a//, and whose tender mercies are over 
all the works of his hands! I leave youin the 
fullest assurance, that in a period, known to 
an all-wise, merciful, and good God, I shalj 
meet you, together with all Adam’s family, in 
realms of unclouded glory; where none wil! 
be able to tell me “ your faith in an impartial 
God (as you used to call it) has landed hh in 
—— but all will shout and give g 

im, who sitteth on the THRONE, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever! It isto me more 
than probable that, at the time of my death, I 
shall not have my reason. I, therefore, now 
request, that when I am dying, the song com 
posed and sung by Elhanan Winchester, at 
his death, should be sung by my family.” In 
a few days agreeable to his prediction, he had 
another fit and died. His wife and eldest son 
a young man of about 18 years, sung the song 
according to his request, He had been an or- 
dained Elder, and preached among the Bap- 
tists, 30 years; but in the year 1815, he came 
out from the multitude, and professed Abra- 
ham’s faith.” 

**Capt. Ichabod Kneeland, on the morning 
he died, itbeing aclear morning, called to his 
wife, and requested to be raised up in his bed, 
He then spoke to the following purport; 
“* Farewell, sun, that rises and sets! —Nothing 
remains but to unlock the door, and let the 
»risoner go; soon my weary spirit will launch 
into the ocean of ineffable delight; shall not 
need the light of the sun, moon, or a candle 
any more; for the Lord God and the Lamb will 
be my light; and angels, archangels, and the 
spirits of just men made perfect, will be my 
company threugh immeasurable ages! Breth- 
ren, my faith grows stronger and stronger; and 
I wish to have it published tothe world, that 
I died in the faith that I have professed for 
30 years,—a faith that owns all men brothers, 
and the children of one common Parent, who 
will not suffer one of his offspring to perish 
without remedy; but will fulfil all his will, 
which is, that all men should be saved, and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

‘“* Michael Harris met his approaching dis- 
solution with a smile; and he said, ‘*‘ My 
friends, death is no terror to me; though for 
the sake of my family I should wish to live; 
but infinite wisdom cannot err; I, therefore, 
teel perfectly resigned to his will.” 
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